Rules for the family – Avoiding the Bait of Satan – Pastor Russell – Whangarei Central Baptist Church
(Taken from John Bevere’s book “The Bait of Satan” published by Charisma house revised edition 2004)

Proposition	Satan in this age is actively working to cause Christians to take offense and for their love for each other to grow cold.  We need to know what is going on and (a) not be offendable and (b) practice forgiveness.

There is a British program on TV which I’ve glimpsed occasionally where normal people are introduced by the presenter and then we are told when they come out next from behind the stage so and so will be ... some famous person.  This is what I want to do.  In 1994 popular Christian conference speaker and best selling author John Belvere wrote the book “The Bait of Satan”.  I am certain that it is probably the most prophetically discerning book of our time.  I’ve mentioned it before.  There are some topics I always repeat because I believe they are so relevant to the family.  I believe it is necessary to revisit this topic and explain it on a regular basis because it is so relevant to our time.  This morning I give you John Bevere and his thoughts on this topic.

Let’s pray:  “Father, we ask that you would open our hearts and our minds to Your word.  Lord God may it be that if there be any inkling of offence in us, or any hint of un-forgiveness in us, that you would bring that to the surface as I speak and set each one of us free from the deadly trap of offense.”

Paul wrote:  Romans 14:19  “We should try to live at peace and help each other have a strong faith.  Now sometimes that goal is impossible unless you compromise your faith, you can’t always live at peace.  Peace at any price can be too high a price and yet we are to try, to make every reasonable effort to live at peace with each other.

Jesus talking about Christians taking other Christians to court said:  Matthew 5:25  “Before you are dragged into court make friends with the person who has accused you of doing wrong...”

He also said:  Matthew 18.15  “If any of my followers sins against you, go and po9int out what is wrong.  But do it in private, just between the two of you, if that person listens you have won back a follower.

James wrote in his letter:  “But the wisdom that comes from above, leads us to be pure and friendly, gentle, sensible, kind, helpful, genuine and sincere.  When peacemakers (not peace keepers) plant seeds of peace they will harvest justice.”

Clearly we are to work for peace within the Christian family and that will mean a swallowing of pride and godly character to work.

Pride is almost always going to the condition of our hearts that will stop forgiveness and reconciliation happening when things go wrong.  If we feel mistreated or misjudged we can feel justified in our behaviour, because we feel we are innocent and falsely accused.  The temptation is to hold back forgiveness and reconciliation.  God says clearly work for peace between you.

But will everything always be rosy within the local church, especially when Jesus said that no church would be perfect this side of judgement day?  The answer clearly is NO.

Jesus said:  Luke 17:1 “It is impossible that no offenses should come.”  Are there going to be hurts and offenses in the body of Christ?  It seems from the words of Jesus that it is inevitable.  The issue then becomes – what is going on when others offend me and how should I deal with it?  Is it going to happen?  Are people going to fall out with you or hurt you, or offend you in some way?  Definitely yes, although we should work hard to avoid this.  John Bevere addresses this in his book.


Jesus when talking about the end times said:  Matthew 24:10-13  “And then many will be offended, will betray one another; and will hate one another.  Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  Buthe who endures to the end shall be saved.”

I don’t believe that we are at the Matthew 24 stage in world history, but as we draw closer those things will become more common and we are seeing that in our time.  Never before as in our generation have there been so many hurt offended Christians who no long love, but judge the local church.  They have been hurt, offended and now they don’t want to hang out with other Christians, and they feel justified in that decision.  Their love for the body of Christ has grown cold and they just want to do their own thing.  I can tell you for certain satan is so pleased at their decision which as we shall see is an ungodly decision.

I’ve been describing local churches like ours as fishing boats where we are aiming to be daily fishers of men and women.  So we are bringing fish into the fishing boat, but what I haven’t pointed out recently is that there is one who is baiting his own fishing rod to try to get the fish to take the bait, and jump out of God’s fishing boats whatever denomination they might be.

(Hold fishing rod out to illustrate).  It’s as if satan has a fishing rod and he says to Christians to take the bait, accept the hurt, don’t forgive, you are right, you have been dealt with unjustly, look at the faults in those Christians, don’t hang out with those other Christians, do your own thing, you know you should – come on bit.  And in our day and age so many of them do.

There are two types of offenses that are typically felt – the perceived offence and the serious offence.

THE PERCEIVED OFFENCE

This is when you think that someone should have noticed that you felt sad today and comforted you but they didn’t; or you felt that someone should have taken your idea and acted on it but they didn’t; or you were warm and friendly to someone else and they didn’t even shake your hand or acknowledge that you exist.  They did something or didn’t do something that you would do, they didn’t meet your expectations and you questioned their motives and so you are offended.  Maybe someone didn’t phone you when you felt they should.  Maybe they didn’t invite you out for a meal, when you had invited them out for meals.  Maybe someone didn’t say sorry when they should have.

These offences, that are often perceived and not intended, are the bait of satan.  You can be a peacemaker and try to work things out biblically or you can take offence and let your love for Gods other children grown cold.

What is the antidote for handling perceived offences?  Primarily it is to live the agape way.  Normally in life you expect to be thanked when you do a good job or help someone else out.  But God’s way is to serve and help without expecting any acknowledgement because your motivation is not recognition or rewards, but Godly love.  Because He loves me, I choose, no matter how dysfunctional I might perceive you to be, I choose to love you and serve you.  Jesus said:  Matthew 5:44-47  “For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?  Do not even the tax collectors do the same? ...”

John Bevere speaking about giving Godly love, agape love, love because it comes from the Lord rather than because we want something back says:  “I realised that the love I was giving was being sown to the Spirit, and eventually I would reap those seeds of love.  I didn’t know from where, but I knew the harvest would come.  No longer did I see it as a failure when love wasn’t returned from the person I was giving it to.  It freed me to love the person even more!  If more Christians recognised this, they wouldn’t give up and become offended.  Usually this is not the type of love we walk in.  We 

walk in a selfish love that is easily disappointed when our expectations are not met.  If I have expectations about certain persons, those people can let me down.  They will disappoint me to the degree that they will fall short of my expectations.  But if I have no expectations about someone, anything given is a blessing and not something owed.”  (Page 15)

Jesus said:  Matthew 20:26-28 “Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant...just as the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

Differences between a slave and a servant:

	SLAVE
	SERVANT

	A Servant has to.
	A Servant gets to.

	A slave does the minimum requirement.
	A servant reaches the maximum potential

	A slave goes a mile.
	A servant goes the extra.

	A slave feels robbed.
	A servant gives.

	A slave is bound.
	A servant is free.

	A slave fights for their rights.
	A servant lays down his/her rights



THE SERIOUS OFFENCE

John Bevere talks about the loyalty of young David to King Saul, and how King Saul abused David and tried many times to kill him and yet David continued to forgive and honour his leader.

John Bevere also gives the example of Joseph who was unjustly sold as a slave, made to serve as a slave for 10 years and then is unjustly accused of rape and thrown in a horrific prison, then is unjustly forgotten by a man he helped for two years before the Pharaoh makes David the second in charge of all Egypt.  Probably all you know the stories.

Mr Bevere points out that of all the people who were betrayed and unjustly treated by those closest to them and by their leaders Jesus suffered most of all and yet two things helped all these people forgive, keep the right attitudes to trust God.

First thing was – The call of God on their lives.
Joseph knew that God had a plan for him to lead and to help others and even though life was terrible and those who should have thanked him abused him, Joseph was ultimately sure of God’s plan for his life and so he never lost hope or entertained an unforgiving attitude.

Kind David knew the call of God on his life and so when Saul continually tried to kill him he didn’t try to take revenge on Saul or make God’s plan come about for David to become King, he forgave and he waited for God’s timing.

Jesus was horrifically accused and mistreated and yet he didn’t try to defend himself, instead he knew that his purpose was to die in our place so that God the trinity could have our company for eternity.

Often people wonder if they should stay in a difficult marriage or stay in a difficult church or stay in a difficult ministry or stay in a difficult job.  The issue should not be are you happy or not.   God does not promise to make you happy or make life easy for you, He promises to do what is best for your eternal character.  The question is not should I leave this relationship or church ministry or job because I am
Unhappy, the question is has the God who has called me to this relationship or church or ministry called me to move on.  If not, then a person should remain in what they are doing until God says differently.

Too many Christians don’t mature in their faith and remain easily offended because every time there is a hardship they get out or move on.  But God uses the difficult times to mould us.

If threes could talk they would probably say to the landscaper, hey mate its cold here or it’s too dry here or it’s too windy here – move me to a different part in the garden.  The weeks later the tree might request to be moved again, and then again.  Ultimately the tree never develops roots that make it strong and mature.  Sometimes as Christians we are like that tree.  God is concerned for your character which is eternal – stay with what God has said until he tells you something different.  It’s the planted Christians that mature and ultimately flourish in left.  Jesus learned obedience by the things He suffered – we learn obedience by the difficult circumstances we face.  When we obey the Word of God that is spoken by the Holy Spirit we will grow and mature in times of conflict and suffering.  Our knowledge of scripture is not the key.  Obedience to what God has said is.

Second thing that kept these great men and Jesus right with God and forgiving was that they knew the consequences of not forgiving.

Firstly a person who doesn’t work for peace or forgiveness has their whole view of life distorted.  That unforgiveness becomes like a pair of sunglasses that they begin to view the whole of life through.

John Bevere recounts an old settler’s story of a wise old man who would sit on a hill outside a new town greeting pioneer families as they came out west.  People would ask him “what are the people like in this new town?”  He replied “Well what were the people like in the town you just left?”  If they said that the town they just left was filled with gossipers and liars an cheats he would tell them this town is the same.  If they said that the previous town was filled with kind, thoughtful people he would say that this town was the same.  This wise cowboy knew that how they viewed their past relationships was their scope for their future ones.

Paul warned the early church not to get caught in the revenge trap, don’t try to make people pay for the wrong that they have done to you – leave that up to God.  (Romans 12:17)

If you are waiting for someone to apologise, if you are waiting for someone to put right the wrong they have done you, you yourself will suffer and you will filter your future relationships through that offence that you haven’t forgiven.
